
FLOOD SALES TAX COMMITTEE  

AGENDA FOR MAY 6, 2019 

 

Cass County Commission  

Conference Room 

12:00 PM 

 

1. Call to Order 
 

2. Approve minutes from previous meeting 
 

3. Flood sales tax fund update 
 

4. Status of previously approved projects 
 

5. Review of projects and selection of projects to be funded in 2019 
 

6. Other business 
 

7. Adjournment 

 

 

 

cc:  Local Media 
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FLOOD SALES TAX COMMITTEE 
FEBRUARY 4, 2019—1:00 PM 

 
1. MEETING TO ORDER 

Commissioner Mary Scherling called a meeting of the Flood Sales Tax Committee 
to order on Monday, February 4, 2019, at 1:00 PM in the Commission Conference 
Room, Cass County Courthouse, with the following present: County Engineer 
Jason Benson; County Auditor Michael Montplaisir; Joint Water Resource District 
Representative Rodger Olson; County Commissioner Mary Scherling; County 
Commissioner Rick Steen; and County Administrator Robert Wilson. 
 
Also present was Engineer Mike Opat, Moore Engineering. 
 

2. MINUTES APPROVED 
MOTION, passed 
Mr. Steen moved and Mr. Benson seconded to approve the 
meeting minutes from November 19, 2018, as presented. Motion 
carried. 
 

3. FEMA FLOODPLAIN MAPPING PROJECT 
Mrs. Scherling said further research was done after the last meeting to bring clarity 
to the history of the FEMA Floodplain Mapping Project. After further review of the 
flood sales tax policy, this project is not eligible for funding through this committee. 
 
Mr. Wilson said this committee previously recommended that the county 
commission consider reimbursing the Water Resource District for expenses 
related to the FEMA floodplain mapping. After further research into the history of 
the Water Resource District’s involvement with FEMA mapping, a motion was 
found that was made during a 2013 Cass County Commission meeting that 
authorized a 50% cost share to the Cass County Joint Water Resource District, 
not to exceed $40,000, for engineering services to act as the local coordinating 
agency for the Western Cass County Flood Insurance Study. 
 
Mr. Olson said the most recent recommendation from this committee was a motion 
made at the last meeting to forward this request to the Cass County Commission. 
Mr. Steen said this committee should not have addressed the project request at all 
as the project does not qualify for Flood Sales Tax funds.  

MOTION, passed 
Mr. Steen moved and Mr. Montplaisir seconded to rescind the 
recommendation from the Flood Sales Tax Committee that the 
county commission consider reimbursing the Water Resource 
District retroactively, in addition to funding future expenses 
related to FEMA floodplain mapping. Discussion: Mr. Olson 
asked how the county commission will know to address this 
issue if the Flood Sales Tax Committee does not recommend it. 
Mr. Steen said the request can come from the Highway 
Department or the Cass County Joint Water Resource District. 
 
Mrs. Scherling asked how the Eastern Cass County Flood 
Insurance Study was funded. Mr. Benson said Fargo paid for 
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surveyors for their own mapping for the study to ensure 
accuracy. Larger rural cities utilized engineering services 
already contracted for their city engineering work. Motion 
carried. 
 

4. FLOOD SALES TAX FUNDING FORMULA 
Mr. Montplaisir gave an overview of the Flood Sales Tax Fund, approved and 
proposed projects, and fund balance projections assuming different rates of 
growth. The county currently retains 9% of county flood sales tax proceeds with 
the remainder going to the Diversion Authority. 
 
Mr. Montplaisir said the current unencumbered fund balance is $5.3 million. Taking 
into account proposed projects and assuming the county keeps 6% of flood sales 
tax proceeds, the balance would still be $5.3 million in 2030 with no sales tax 
growth. While the Diversion Authority needs every dollar available, the county has 
made it a priority to continue funding rural projects. Dropping the percentage 
retained by the county to 6% appears to be a safe amount that will allow the county 
to continue funding rural projects.  

MOTION, passed 
Mr. Montplaisir moved and Mr. Steen seconded to recommend 
that the county reserve 6% of county flood sales tax funds for 
rural projects, and to forward the recommendation to the Cass 
County Commission. Motion carried. 

 
Mr. Montplaisir said after several years of negative growth, sales tax proceeds are 
beginning to come back. 
 

5. ADJOURNMENT 
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 1:26 PM. 
  
Minutes prepared by Brielle Edwards, HR Assistant 



Date Description Amount Balance

Balance Forward 7,767,487.65       

2019 Sales Tax 4,786,814.79        12,554,302.44    

2019 Interest 50,868.26             12,605,170.70    

1/8/2019 Diversion Board of Authority (1,222,453.21)      11,382,717.49    

2/12/2019 County Projects (58,278.44)            11,324,439.05    

2/5/2019 Diversion Board of Authority (1,211,242.41)      10,113,196.64    

2/28/2019 Diversion Board of Authority (1,458,126.93)      8,655,069.71       

4/2/2019 Diversion Board of Authority (975,911.25)          7,679,158.46       

7,679,158.46       

7,679,158.46       

7,679,158.46       

Reserved for County Projects ‐ Cash 6,836,516.50       

Reserved for Diversion Project 842,641.96           7,679,158.46       

Summary

2019 Receipts

Transfer ‐                         

Sales Tax Revenue 4,786,814.79       

Interest Revenue 50,868.26            

Total Receipts 4,837,683.05       

2019 Expenditures

Diversion Board of Authority (4,867,733.80)     

City of Fargo ‐ Cash Flow Other Sources ‐                         

County Projects (58,278.44)           

Land Purchase ‐                         

Total Expenditures (4,926,012.24)     

Receipts over Expenditures (88,329.19)           

Balance from 2018 7,767,487.65       

Balance Current 2019 7,679,158.46       

Cass County Sales Tax Activity (420)

Cash Basis  ‐  2019

4/22/2019



Reserve for County Projects 2019 Activity

Balance of Cash Carried forward from 2018 6,483,856.11       

2019 Reserves (9% Jan‐Mar 6% Apr‐Dec) 410,938.83          

Total 6,894,794.94       

County Projects ‐ Expenses Paid in 2018
2013 City of Casselton ‐ Levee Repairs ‐                         

2013 Maple‐Steele ‐ Dam Project ‐                         

2015 Normanna Township Slide Repair and Road Move ‐                         

2015 Upper Maple River Detention Study Phase II ‐                         

2015 Rush River Detention Study Phase II ‐                         

2015 Swan Creek Detention Study Phase II ‐                         

2015 Harwood Levee Improvements ‐                         

2015 Casselton Industrial Park Improvements ‐                         

2016 City of Mapleton Levee Raise ‐                         

2017 Sheldon Addition Ring Levee Project ‐                         

2018 City of Arthur Storm Sewer 58,278.44            

2018 City of Hunter Dam Projects ‐                         

2018 Red River Basin Commission ‐                         

2018 Mapleton Levy Recertification ‐                         

Total County Project Expenditures 58,278.44             ‐                         

Cash Balance Reserve for County Projects 6,836,516.50       

Encumbrances:

2013 City of Casselton ‐ Levee Repairs (5,039.05)              138474

2013 Maple‐Steele ‐ Dam Project (15,706.30)            138476

2015 Upper Maple River Detention Study Phase II (45,500.00)            138490

2015 Rush River Detention Study Phase II (45,500.00)            138490

2015 Swan Creek Detention Study Phase II (34,509.41)            138490

2015 Harwood Levee Improvements (102,149.53)          138475

2015 Casselton Industrial Park Improvements (1,999.33)              138491

2016 City of Mapleton Levee Raise (11,754.88)            138477

2017 Sheldon Addition Ring Levee Project (462,750.00)          138472

2018 City of Arthur Storm Sewer (187,979.02)          138473

2018 City of Hunter Dam Projects (15,768.75)            138476

2018 Red River Basin Commission (125,000.00)          138492

2018 Mapleton Levy Recertification (30,323.00)            138478

Total Encumbrances (1,083,979.27)      ‐                         

Available Balance for County Projects 5,752,537.23        ‐                             



SCHEDULE A

Project Total Approved Paid Left to Pay

Round Hill Project 350,696.00$        350,696.00$       ‐$                     

City of Oxbow Diking 105,284.29$        105,284.29$       ‐$                     

2012 City of Argusville Diking 168,925.00$        168,925.00$       ‐$                     

2012 Maple‐Steele WRD Study 20,562.00$          20,562.00$         ‐$                     

2012 City of Mapleton ‐ Lift Station 52,500.00$          52,500.00$         ‐$                     

2013 Pontiac Township ‐ Project No 73 448,000.00$        448,000.00$       ‐$                     

2013 City of Argusville ‐ Levee improvement 23,874.73$          23,874.73$         ‐$                     

2013 City of Casselton ‐ Levee Repairs 23,750.00$          18,710.95$         5,039.05$           

2013 Maple‐Steele ‐ Dam Project 17,500.00$          1,793.70$            15,706.30$        

2014 City of Mapleton Levee Recertification 2012‐1 543,324.58$        543,324.58$       ‐$                     

2014 Pontiac township Project no 73 additional 52,000.00$          52,000.00$         ‐$                     

2014 Upper Maple River Dam 706,000.00$        706,000.00$       ‐$                     

2014 Lake Bertha Flood Water Detention (reduced from 242500) 66,215.45$          66,215.45$         ‐$                     

2014 Detention project Development ‐$                      ‐$                      ‐$                     

2015 Normanna Township Slide Repair and Road Move 40,500.00$          40,500.00$         ‐$                     

2015 Upper Maple River Detention Study Phase II 45,500.00$          ‐$                      45,500.00$        

2015 Rush River Detention Study Phase II 45,500.00$          ‐$                      45,500.00$        

2015 Swan Creek Detention Study Phase II 45,500.00$          10,990.59$         34,509.41$        

2015 Harwood Levee Improvements 556,935.00$        454,785.47$       102,149.53$      

2015 Casselton Industrial Park Improvements 255,000.00$        253,000.67$       1,999.33$           

2015 Reed Township Road Raise 60,308.18$          60,308.18$         ‐$                     

2016 City of Mapleton Levee Raise 99,812.68$          88,057.80$         11,754.88$        

2016 City of Mapleton Levee Recert change order 14,867.00$          14,867.00$         ‐$                     

2016 Erie Dam Repairs (25,000 removed) ‐$                      ‐$                      ‐$                     

2016 Absaraka Dam Repairs 11,183.50$          11,183.50$         ‐$                     

2016 Garsteig Dam Repairs 12,202.64$          12,202.64$         ‐$                     

2016 Embden Dam Repairs 10,263.87$          10,263.87$         ‐$                     

2016 Drain 77 Study Maple River Water Resource 20,000.00$          20,000.00$         ‐$                     

2017 Upper Maple River Dam Project 361,500.00$        361,500.00$       ‐$                     

2017 Erie Dam Project (10,000 removed) ‐$                      ‐$                      ‐$                     

2017 Casselton Map Revision Project 12,472.45$          12,472.45$         ‐$                     

2017 Davenport Flood Risk Reduction Project 32,500.00$          32,500.00$         ‐$                     

2017 Sheldon Addition Ring Levee Project 462,750.00$        ‐$                      462,750.00$      

2017 Casselton Storm Water Improvments Projects 128,762.04$        128,762.04$       ‐$                     

2018 City of Arthur Storm Sewer 266,250.00$        78,270.98$         187,979.02$      

2018 City of Hunter Dam Projects 23,645.25$          7,876.50$            15,768.75$        

2018 Red River Basin Commission 125,000.00$        ‐$                      125,000.00$      

2018 Mapleton Levy Recertification 30,323.00$          ‐$                      30,323.00$        

Total 5,239,407.66$     4,155,428.39$    1,083,979.27$   

Reserve for County Projects 2018 Activity

Balance of Cash Carried forward from 2018 6,483,856.11$    

2018 Reserves (9%) 410,938.83         

Total 6,894,794.94      

Paid in 2019 58,278.44            

Encumbrances 1,083,979.27      

Un‐encumbered Balance 5,752,537.23$    

Current County Projects 

4/22/2019
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UpperMapleRiverDamOutletChannelImprovements
Maple - SteeleJointWaterResourceDistrict

CassCounty, NorthDakota

Engineer'sPreliminaryOpinionofProbableCost

FUNDINGSOURCES

CASS
NDSWC RRJWRD COUNTY

45%)( 65%)( 75%) BIDITEMNO. & DESCRIPTIONUNITQUANTITYUNITPRICETOTALLOCAL

TOTALPROJECTCOST





Page 1 of 1

Project #: 20201
Revised Date: 3/8/2019

ITEM UNIT QUANTITY UNIT PRICE TOTAL County Sales Tax (50%) LOCAL (50%)

Construction Items
1. Mobilization LS 1 $5,000.00 $5,000.00 $2,500.00 $2,500.00
2. Clear and Grub LS 1 $5,000.00 $5,000.00 $2,500.00 $2,500.00
3. Topsoil Stripping and Spreading SY 1,160 $4.00 $4,640.00 $2,320.00 $2,320.00
4. Excavation CY 600 $9.00 $5,400.00 $2,700.00 $2,700.00
5. Embankment - Import CY 600 $16.00 $9,600.00 $4,800.00 $4,800.00
6. Removal of Non-Suitable Material CY 600 $5.00 $3,000.00 $1,500.00 $1,500.00
7. Seeding - Type III SY 1,160 $1.00 $1,160.00 $580.00 $580.00
8. Storm Water Management LS 1 $1,000.00 $1,000.00 $500.00 $500.00
9. Material Testing Invoice Allowance $5,000.00 $5,000.00 $2,500.00 $2,500.00

$39,800.00 $19,900.00 $19,900.00

$10,200.00 $5,100.00 $5,100.00
$8,000.00 $4,000.00 $4,000.00
$3,000.00 $1,500.00 $1,500.00
$4,000.00 $2,000.00 $2,000.00
$5,000.00 $2,500.00 $2,500.00
$3,000.00 $1,500.00 $1,500.00
$1,000.00 $500.00 $500.00

TOTAL PROJECT COST $74,000.00 $37,000.00 $37,000.00

NOTES:
1 Levee anticipated to have 10' top width with 4:1 side slopes.

Total Construction

Contingencies (~25%)
Engineering

Bidding
Geotechnical / Environmental

Legal & Adm. Fees

Harwood Levee Rehabilitation

3/8/2019

Engineer's Preliminary Opinion of Probable Cost 

POTENTIAL FUNDING SOURCES

City of Harwood, ND

Permitting
Construction Survey
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