




 

 

October 19, 2015 

 

Jill Townley, Project Manager 

Environmental Policy and Review Unit, Box 25 

Ecological and Water Resources Division, DNR 

500 Lafeyette Road 

St. Paul, MN 55155-4025 

 

Dear Ms. Townley: 

I am writing to comment on the draft environmental impact statement (DEIS) for the 

proposed Fargo-Moorhead Flood Risk Management Project. I would like to thank the 

Minnesota Department of Natural Resources for your work on the DEIS.  The Cass 

County Commission strongly supports the FM Diversion project as proposed. 

The Richland Wilkin JPA is now arguing in court that the Minnesota alignment actually 
should have been selected, and has implied that the MDNR supports that position.  
What exactly is the MDNR's position on whether the Minnesota alignment should now 
be substituted for the North Dakota alignment of the channel? 
 
The option of a Minnesota alignment was reviewed early on in the project 
development and ruled out because it couldn’t meet the project purpose and need.   
Specifically it didn’t provide any flood risk reduction to the thousands of Cass County 
citizens who are regularly flooded from the Sheyenne, Maple, and Rush Rivers.  We 
urge the DNR not to waste resources studying an option that has already been 
thoroughly studied and cannot meet the project purpose and need.   
 
If you have any questions, please direct them to: 
 
Keith Berndt 
Cass County Administrator 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Chad Peterson, Chairman 
Cass County Commission 
 
 

 


