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MEMORANDUM 
 
TO:  Cass County Commission  
 
FROM: Thomas Soucy, County Engineer 
 
DATE:  January 9, 2025 
 
SUBJECT: Agenda Item for January 21st, 2025 Commission Meeting: Request 

Approval of City of Horace MOU Resolution 
 

 
The City of Horace and Cass County entered into an Memorandum of Understanding 
(MOU) on March 1st, 2021. This MOU was in relation of the turnover of Cass County 17 
from 52nd Ave S to the FM Diversion just north of Cass County 16, and 76th Ave S from 
81st St S to 57th St S.  
 
The entered into MOU stated that once the population of the City of Horace surpassed 
5,000 people a two year (720 day) turnover clock would start. According to the Census 
Bureau, the estimated population of the City of Horace exceeded 5,000 as of July 1st, 
2023.  
 
This Resolution declares the start of the turnover clock on January 1st, 2025, thus 
ending and completing the turnover process of the above mentioned county highways 
on January 1st, 2027. 

 
SUGGESTED MOTION: Resolve to adopt the turnover clock start date and 
authorize the Commission Chairperson and Finance Director to sign the 
resolution. 
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Resolution 
 

This Resolution is entered into between the City of Horace, a North Dakota municipal corporation 
whose address is 215 Park Drive East, Horace, North Dakota 58047 (“City” or “Horace”), and Cass County, 
North Dakota, a North Dakota political subdivision, whose address is 211 9th Street South, Fargo, North 
Dakota 58103 (“Cass County”). 

 
Whereas, North Dakota Century Code § 40-05.1-06 and Article 3 of Horace’s Home Rule Charter 
authorizes Horace to enter into contracts; and 

 
Whereas, North Dakota Century Code § 11-09.1-05 and Article 2 of Cass County’s Home Rule Charter 
authorizes the Cass County to enter into contracts; and  
 
Whereas, the City and Cass County entered into a Memorandum of Understanding (“MOU”) that was 
signed on March 1st, 2021; 
 
Whereas, the signed MOU was in relation to the turnover of certain Cass County roads to the City;  
 
Whereas, the MOU stated the turnover start date occurring on January 1st after two full years (730 days) 
have passed after the City’s population exceeds 5,000;  
 
Whereas, the Census Bureau estimates that as of July 1st, 2023, Horace’s population exceeded 5,000; 
 
Whereas, the MOU stated necessary construction improvements needed to be completed before 
turnover may commence; 
 
Whereas, Cass County has completed all but one of the stated construction improvements needed to be 
completed, and the last project will take place during the 2026 construction season; 
 
Now, Therefore Be It Resolved, that Cass County does hereby declare that the two year (720 day) 
turnover clock start on January 1st 2025, and commence on January 1st, 2027 thus finalizing the turnover 
of the stated county roads to the City of Horace; 
 
Approved and adopted this _____ day of __________, 2025 Anno Domini 
 
Attest:       By: 
 
________________________________   _____________________________________ 
Brenton Holper, City Administrator   Jeff Trudeau, Mayor 
 
 
Attest:       By: 
 
________________________________   _____________________________________ 
Brandy Madrigga, Finance Director   Tony Grindberg, Chairperson 
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