
CONTRACT APPROVAL 

 
SUGGESTED MOTION:  
Move to approve the following contracts submitted by respective department head, subject 
to State’s Attorney approval, and authorize the Chairman to sign. 

 Received as of November 2, 2023: 

- Barnes County—Memorandum of Understanding for emergency assistance; 
- North Dakota Department of Corrections and Rehabilitation—contract 

amendment to change daily inmate housing rate; 
- Houston Engineering—contract for LiDAR survey services on County Highway 

10 from Tower City to State Highway 38; 
- Metal health contracts—contract renewal for providing legal services to 

indigent participants involved in the involuntary civil commitment process; 
- Stutsman County—contract renewal for housing inmates for 2024.  



 
 
October 23, 2023 
  
Board of Commissioners  
Cass County Government  
211 9 St. South  
Fargo, ND 58103  
  
Subject: Updated MOUs for Emergency Assistance with Barnes County 
  
Commissioners,  
  
Barnes County is requesting a renewal of the existing agreement dated February 2017. There is 
no change to the current agreement other than the signatures and date.  
 
FEMA requires that mutual aid agreements be in place prior to a disaster declaration if federal 
funds are to reimburse a county for expenses incurred when assistance is requested of another 
county.  Occasionally, these mutual aid agreements are reviewed and renewed. 
  
This agreement does not bind Cass County to provide aid, but rather identifies the 
responsibilities of the parties and establishes the mechanisms to provide disaster assistance 
while qualifying for eligible federal aid to cover those costs.  
  
  
Suggested motion: Move to direct the Commission Chair to sign Memorandum of 
Understanding for Emergency Assistance with Barnes County.  
  
  
  
Jim Prochniak  
Cass County Emergency Manager  
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CONTRACT AMENDMENT  

CONTRACT NAME AND NUMBER:  Cass County & AC00793 

AMENDMENT NUMBER:  1 
 
This amendment is made to AC00793  (Contract) between the State of North Dakota, acting through its 
Department of Corrections & Rehabilitation (STATE), and Cass County  (CONTRACTOR). 
 
The parties agree to the following terms and conditions and expressly agree that if any of the following 
terms and conditions conflict with any of the terms and conditions of the Contract, then, notwithstanding 
any term in the Contract, the following terms and conditions govern and control the rights and 
obligations of the parties.   
 
The parties agree to amend the Contract as follows:  
 
Contract Section 1, Term of Contract.  The Contract commenced on  October 18,2021 for a period of 
20 months with 3 options to renew the contract for up to 24 months each.   
 

The parties have agreed to renew the contract for an additional 24 months; therefore, the contract is 
amended to change the expiration date to June 30, 2025. The contract has 0 renewal(s) remaining. 
 

Contract Section 3, Compensation. The first sentence in the Compensation Section is hereby deleted 
in is entirety and replaced with the following: 

DOCR shall pay for services provided by CONTRACTOR under this contract an amount not to exceed 
$85.00 per offender per day, from July 1, 2023 through December 31, 2023 and not to exceed $120.00 
per offender per day, from January 1, 2024 through June 30, 2025. 

Contract Section 17, Notice. Reference to Joseph Joyce is updated to Lance Anderson and his 
contact information is lwander@nd.gov.and 701-328-6039. 

 
 

 
 
All other terms of the Contract remain in effect. This Contract Amendment is not effective until fully 
executed by all parties. 
 

EXECUTION 
 

CONTRACTOR STATE OF NORTH DAKOTA 

Cass County Jail 
Acting through its Department of Corrections & 
Rehabilitation 

BY: BY: 

Printed Name: Chad Peterson Michele Zander 

Title: Commission Chair Title: Chief Financial Officer 

Date: Date: 
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 2024 CONTRACT FOR INDIGENT PERSONS 
 IN MENTAL HEALTH PROCEEDINGS 
 IN CASS COUNTY 
 

This contract is made between the undersigned ATTORNEY(S), hereinafter 

referred to as ATTORNEY(S), and Cass County Government through its authorized 

representative, hereinafter referred to as COUNTY. 

 1.   SERVICES COVERED 

The ATTORNEY(S) shall provide legal services for eligible indigent persons at all 

stages of the proceedings pursuant to Rule 6 of the North Dakota Rules of Professional 

Conduct. The ATTORNEY(S) shall represent all persons at all stages of mental health 

proceedings located in Cass County. Additionally, the ATTORNEY(S) shall represent all 

persons in any appeals which result from these mental health proceedings. Finally, the 

ATTORNEY(S) shall represent all persons in the preparation and conducting of mental 

health proceedings which involve the North Dakota State Hospital as the Petitioner, 

which are to be contested hearings taking place in Cass County and any appeals from 

those proceedings. 

 2.   REPRESENTATION 

The ATTORNEY(S) shall represent indigent clients when, by order of the Court, 

they are required to have representation and are eligible to be provided appointed 

counsel in the following categories of cases: 

2.1   Mental Health proceedings pursuant to NDCC Chapter 25-03.1 which are 

venued in Cass County and regardless of whether the respondent is either a resident or 

a non-resident of Cass County.  Any fee collected for representation of a non-resident 
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shall accrue to COUNTY and not to the ATTORNEY(S). 

2.2   Appeals to the North Dakota Supreme Court related to such mental health 

proceedings. 

 3.   CONFLICT OF INTEREST 

If at any time after an appointment has been made and the ATTORNEY(S) 

discovers a conflict of interest pursuant to the North Dakota Rules of Professional 

Conduct, the ATTORNEY(S) shall follow the general provisions under Rule 11.2 North 

Dakota Rules of Court when withdrawing from a case.  It is further understood that 

reassignment of counsel will then be made. 

 4.   CONTRACT PERIOD 

The duration of this contract shall be from January 1, 2024, through December 

31, 2024.  All necessary counsel services listed in Section I above for cases or 

proceedings for which appointments are made to the ATTORNEY(S) on or before 

December 31, 2024, shall be completed without further compensation as part of this 

contract. 

Additionally, the COUNTY shall have the right to annually renew this contract for 

the succeeding calendar year at least thirty (30) days prior to its expiration.  If not 

expressly renewed, the contract will expire on December 31, 2024.  

 5.   PAYMENT FOR SERVICES 

The ATTORNEY(S) SHALL BE PAID THE TOTAL SUM OF $42,000.00 per 

annum for the contract period, payable in equal monthly installments at the end of the 

month in which the services are rendered, except as may be modified by a termination 
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as provided below.  The County Finance Office shall establish payment procedures.  

Similar payments will be made if this contract is renewed for additional annual terms as 

provided above, unless specifically changed in writing and signed by all parties. 

6.   COSTS AND EXPENSES 

The ATTORNEY(S) shall pay for all costs, fees and expenses incurred in 

providing contract services, except for the following expenses which shall be paid by the 

County: 

6.1   Witness fees. 

6.2   Sheriff’s fees. 

6.3   Transcripts. 

6.4   Per diem and mileage travel reimbursement: Upon approval of the County 

Auditor, expenditures for per diem and mileage travel expenses outside of Cass County 

will be paid at the state rate. 

6.5   Psychological, psychiatric or chemical dependency evaluations. 

6.6   Extraordinary expenses: Prior approval of the County Finance Office is 

required for all expenses exceeding $100.00 in total in any one case. 

The ATTORNEY(S) will provide office space and supplies, clerical services and 

support personnel.  In addition, the ATTORNEY(S) will provide all necessary books, 

equipment, furniture, malpractice insurance, photocopying expenses, and other 

necessities of the profession. 

 7.   INDEPENDENT CONTRACTOR 

The ATTORNEY(S) is an independent contractor and shall not for any reason 



4 | P a g e  

 

whatever be considered an agent or an employee of COUNTY. 

8.   SUPERVISING AUTHORITY    

The County Commission shall be the supervising authority of this contract on 

behalf of COUNTY. 

 9.   INDEMNITY  

The ATTORNEY(S) agrees to indemnify and hold harmless the County for 

malpractice claims made by persons represented by the ATTORNEY(S) pursuant to this 

contract. 

 10.   INSURANCE 

The ATTORNEY(S) shall carry professional liability insurance in the minimum 

amount of $50,000.00 for any liability arising out of services provided pursuant to this 

contract. 

 11.   TERMINATION 

The ATTORNEY(S) or COUNTY may terminate this contract upon thirty (30) 

days written notice to the other party for any reason.  If terminated under this provision, 

compensation will be paid on a pro rata basis through the time of termination.  All 

necessary counsel services listed in Section I above for cases or proceedings for which 

appointments are made to the ATTORNEY(S) prior to the termination date shall be 

completed without further compensation as part of the contract unless otherwise agreed 

to in writing by the county. 
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Dated at Fargo, North Dakota, this ____ day of ______________, 2023. 

 
________________________________ 
Chair, Cass County Commission 
Cass County, North Dakota 

 
 
 

Dated at Fargo, North Dakota, this      _ day of _____________, 2023. 
 
 

________________________________ 
Nicole Bredahl, Attorney 
Barkus Law Firm 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

25 October















CONTRACT APPROVAL 

REQUIRED BY DEPARTMENT:  

DEPARTMENT: ____________________ DATE OF REQUEST:   ___                          _ 

COMPANY REQUESTING CONTRACT: ______________________ __________ ____ 

BRIEF PROJECT DESCRIPTION: ____________________________            ___ ____  

    NEW CONTRACT    OR              CONTRACT RENEWAL 

REQUIRED BY STATE’S ATTORNEY OFFICE: 

STATE'S ATTORNEY SIGNATURE: ____________________  DATE ________________ 

STATE'S ATTORNEY COMMENTS: 

______________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________ 

Sheriff's Office 11-02-2023

Stutsman County Correctional Center

Contract renewal for inmate housing

x
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