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MEMO 

 
TO:  County Commission  
 
FROM:  Robert W. Wilson 
 
Date:  August 3, 2023 
 
Subject: Fargo PILOT for The WAVE by EPIC, LLC 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
This office received a letter and incentive application from the City of Fargo on July 20th for up to a 17-
year payment in lieu of taxes (PILOT) for a water park, hotel, and parking garage for the WAVE by EPIC, 
LLC.  This project has been the subject of local media reports as the application moves through the City 
of Fargo’s committee review process. 
 
On Monday, July 24, the Fargo City Commission voted to delay a decision on this PILOT request in order 
to review the City’s PILOT policy. That puts Cass County in a unique position.  According to N.D.C.C. 
Chapter 40-05-24 if the City of Fargo anticipates granting a property tax incentive for more than five 
years, the Chairman of the County Commission must be notified by letter. Within 30 days of receipt of 
the letter, the County Commission shall notify the City of Fargo whether they intend to participate in the 
incentive. If the City does not receive a response, the County must be treated as participating.  
 
I have communicated with Jim Gilmour at the City of Fargo about how best to proceed in light of the 
current state of uncertainty surrounding this project.  We both agree that in order for the County to 
preserve all options regarding possible participation in this incentive, the Commission needs to respond 
within 30 days to the City’s July 20th letter.   
 
My recommendation at the meeting on August 7, 2023 is to ‘not participate and continue negotiating’. If 
at some point in the future the Fargo City Commission approves an incentive for this project, that 
application will be forwarded to the County Commission for consideration.          
 
SUGGESTED MOTION:  Move to not participate in the request for a payment in lieu of taxes 
(PILOT) in the City of Fargo submitted by The WAVE by EPIC, LLC to assist with the development 
of a waterpark, hotel, and parking ramp for up to a 17-year period and negotiate the terms of the 
incentive as described in N.D.C.C. Chapter 40-05-24.  
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