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Fargo-Moorhead Metropolitan Council of Governments

Metro Area Population 
Exceeded 200,000 in 2020 
Census
 The 200,000 

population threshold 
changes our urban 
area’s designation 
from simply a 
Metropolitan Planning 
Organization to a 
Transportation 
Management Area 
(TMA) 
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What changes as a TMA? 

 Urbanized area receives direct sub-allocation of funds:
 Surface Transportation Block Grant (STBG) funds

 Transportation Alternative Program (TAP) funds

 Carbon Reduction Program funds

 Local leaders – Metro COG’s Policy Board – is given the responsibility of prioritizing 
and selecting which projects get funded. 
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Funding information provided by 
NDDOT

North Dakota STBG Apportionment with Obligation Authority Ratio Estimated at 90 Percent

Year 2023 2024 2025 2026

Surface Transportation Block Grant (STBG) $8,716,724 $8,891,058 $9,068,879 $9,250,257 

National Highway Preservation Program (NHPP) - share 
proportional at % of National Highway System (NHS)* $1,857,890 $1,895,047 $1,932,948 $1,971,607 

Yearly Estimated Total $10,574,614 $10,786,105 $11,001,827 $11,221,864 

*NDDOT has indicated NHPP funds can be used as STBG.

North Dakota TA Apportionment with Obligation Authority Ratio Estimated at 90 Percent

Year 2023 2024 2025 2026

Transportation Alternatives (TA) $725,159 $742,285 $759,753 $777,571 

North Dakota Carbon Reduction Apportionment with Obligation Authority Ratio Estimated at 90 Percent

Year 2023 2024 2025 2026

Carbon Reduction $1,023,139 $1,043,602 $1,064,474 $1,085,763 



National Highway System 

Interstate Highways
 I-94
 I-29

Other Roadways in State’s 
Jurisdiction
 Main Avenue (US 10)
 12th Avenue N (Hwy 294)
 19th Avenue N (US 81)
 University and 10th St (US 81)

In discussions thus far, NDDOT has 
indicated they would not spend 
NHPP funds on these roadways.
$1.8M to $2M per year is insufficient 
to maintain this system.  
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TIP Projects Compared to Revenue 
Amounts - 2022
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TIP Projects Compared to Revenue 
Projections - 2023

If NHPP funds are used for the Main Avenue project, as currently programmed,
the metro area would have an additional $8M to use for needed roadway 
improvements.  Timing is the main issue, since it’s already April – 2022. 
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TIP Projects Compared to Revenue 
Projections - 2024

If NHPP funds are used for the Main Avenue project, as currently programmed,
the metro area would have an additional $4M to use for needed roadway 
improvements.  Again, timing is the main issue. 
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TIP Projects Compared to Revenue 
Projections - 2025
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So what is the issue? 

 Metro COG will be receiving a draft MOU from NDDOT in the near future. 

 We believe that NDDOT should continue programming NHPP funds for 
NHS funds in the state’s jurisdiction, to ensure that the direct 
suballocation of STBG funds can be used on our local roadway network 
to the greatest extent possible. 

 Up to this point, we have been told that this will not be the case, and 
that we will be responsible for the non-interstate roadways on the NHS. 
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We are asking for local leadership support 
in getting the following questions 
answered:
 Is it NDDOT’s intent to use NHPP funds for the two state projects on Main 

Avenue as currently programmed in the TIP and STIP?

 If it is NDDOT’s intent to use NHPP funds for these two projects, would the 
proposed sharing of NHPP funds in 2023 and 2024 ($1,857,890 
and$1,895,047 respectively) be in addition to the NHPP dollars 
designated for these projects or included in the amounts designated.
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We are asking for local leadership support 
in getting the following questions 
answered:
 If it is not NDDOT’s intent to use NHPP funds on NHS roadways within the 

urbanized area on a case-by-case basis, would we also be required to 
fund projects on State jurisdiction roadways with STBG funds in perpetuity 
without access to additional NHS funding?

 Has NDDOT considered sharing the Congestion Management Air Quality 
(CMAQ) funds specifically with the urbanized areas that have the 
highest levels of traffic congestion and the highest traffic volumes?
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Summary

 Metro COG is asking for local leadership support in bringing these 
questions forward to NDDOT.

 Timeliness is very important in that time is of the essence in getting 
projects ready to utilize the direct sub-allocation of funds. 
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