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Written Correspondence Timeline – Julie Ottis Revocable Trust 

Etal 

 

 

OIN 5024 Sent Received 

Offer to Purchase 12/20/2019 12/21/2020 

Formal Negotiations and Written Offer of Just Compensation 4/22/2020 4/24/2020 

Request for Meeting 5/18/2020 5/20/2020 

Notice of Intent to Take Possession of Right-of-Way 7/21/2020 7/24/2020 

Request for Approval to Take Possession of Necessary Right-of-Way 
and Temporary Easement 8/21/2020 8/21/2020 

Invitation to Attend Public Meeting 8/26/2020 8/27/2020 

Commission Meeting Date 10/5/2020 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Page 1 of 41 10/05/2020



CASS COUNTY COMMISSION 

CHECKLIST — COMPLIANCE WITH N.D. CENT. CODE § 61-16.1-09(2) 

FARGO-MOORHEAD AREA DIVERSION PROJECT 

A. Subject Property Information: 

1. Landowner:  Julie Ottis and Neil Neddermeyer, as Trustees of the Julie A. Ottis 

                                                Revocable Trust u/a dated November 20, 2017 

 

2. Land Agent:  Jamie Wark 

3. Parcel No.: 5024 

4. OIN No.: 55-0000-09665-000 

B. Verification: 

1. NDCC § 61-16.1-09(2)(b)(1)(a) requires the Cass County Joint Water Resource 

District (“CCJWRD”) to conduct 60 days of informal negotiations. 

• Did CCJWRD verify at least 60 days of informal negotiations with Landowner:  

_______ 

2. NDCC § 61-16.1-09(2)(b)(1)(b)[1] requires CCJWRD to send the landowner an 

appraisal and written offer for just compensation by certified mail or commercial 

delivery requiring a signed receipt or other evidence of constructive notice. 

• Did CCJWRD verify it sent Landowner an appraisal and written offer for just 

compensation:  _______ 

• Did CCJWRD verify service of the appraisal and offer by certified mail or 

commercial delivery, and that Landowner either signed for them or had 

constructive notice:  _______ 

3. NDCC § 61-16.1-09(2)(b)(1)(b)[2] requires CCJWRD to send Landowner a written 

request for a meeting by certified mail or commercial delivery requiring a signed 

receipt [if the parties have not come to an agreement within 15 days of Landowner’s 

receipt or notice of CCJWRD’s offer]. 

• Did CCJWRD verify it sent Landowner a written request for a meeting by certified 

mail or commercial delivery, and that Landowner either signed for the notice or 

had constructive notice:  _______ 

Page 2 of 41 10/05/2020



4. NDCC § 61-16.1-09(2)(b)(1)(b)[3] requires CCJWRD to send Landowner a written 

notice of intent to take possession of the right of way and temporary easement, by 

certified mail or commercial delivery requiring a signed receipt [if the parties have not 

come to an agreement within 30 days of Landowner’s receipt or notice of CCJWRD’s 

invitation to a meeting].   

• Did CCJWRD verify it sent a written notice of intent to take possession of right 

away by certified mail or commercial delivery, and that Landowner either signed 

for the notice or had constructive notice:  _______ 

5. NDCC § 61-16.1-09(2)(b)(2) requires all written communications to Landowner to 

include contact information for responding to CCJWRD and a description of the 

required negotiation timeline.  

• Did CCJWRD verify that all written communications to Landowner included 

contact information for responding to CCJWRD and a description of the required 

negotiation timeline:  _______ 

6. NDCC § 61-16.1-09(2)(b)(3) prohibits a district from including or utilizing any 

reference to quick take eminent domain during negotiations.   

• Did CCJWRD verify it did not include or utilize any reference to quick take 

eminent domain during negotiations:  _______ 

If the Commission answers in the affirmative to the above questions, 

RECOMMENDED MOTION:   

• I move to authorize the Cass County Joint Water Resource District to utilize quick 

take eminent domain under Section 61-16.1-09(2) of the North Dakota Century 

Code to take an easement for a right of way and temporary easement regarding 

OIN 5024.    
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September 28, 2020 

FM Area Diversion Project 
Property Negotiation Summary 

September 28, 2020 

Owner Julie A Ottis Revocable Living Trust  

Address 16789 78th Ave N, Maple Grove, MN 55311 

Property Location SE-1 - Cass County, ND 

Property Type Agriculture 

OIN 5024 

Representative N/A 

Land Firm & Agent SRF – Jamie Wark 

Property Need 
The parcels are within the Southern Embankment 1 associated with the Project. The Diversion Authority 

is required to obtain a portion of the parcel for the embankment. The Diversion Authority desires 7.15 

acres of this property for Land/Site Taking and 4.05 acres of TCE.   

Valuation and Negotiation Summary: 
Appraisal Value / Date $42,500 (rd) – 11/27/19 

7.15 acres land/site taking @ $5,500/acre - $39,325 
3.05 acres TCE @ $200/5 years - $3,050 
 

Counteroffer Have not received a counteroffer 

Negotiation Notes 
• Land agent has reached out to the property owner approximately 10 times.  

• Landowner has repeatedly expressed no interest in participating in negotiation process. 

• Landowner does not support project and does not want anyone on her property.  

• Formal offer sent 4/22/20. 

• Notice of Intent sent 7/21/20. 

• Land agent presented a $7k/acre offer on 9/4/20.  

• Land agent has reached out to owner to follow up on $7k/acre offer but has not heard back 

from landowner.  
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Date Note

12/20/2019 Appraisal and offer letter sent 

12/21/2019 Appraisal and offer letter received

4/6/2020 Called and LM

4/22/2020 Formal offer letter sent

4/24/2020 Spoke with Julie.  She does not want anyone on her property and has decided not to participate in negotiations

5/18/2020 CCJWRD invite sent

5/20/2020 CCJWRD invite received

5/26/2020 Called and LM Asked Julie to return call. 

6/11/2020 Called and LM.  Asked Julie to return call. 

6/30/2020 Spoke with Julie.  Still chooses to not participate in negotiations.   

7/24/2020 Notice of Intent Letter received by landowner

8/17/2020 Called and LM.  Asked Julie to return call. 

8/24/2020 CCM Invite sent 

9/3/2020 Called June and LM

9/4/2020 Spoke to Julie.  increased offer to $7k/acre.  Will give time to owner to think about.  Will call back in couple weeks. 

OIN 5024 ‐ Ottis Contact Attempts

"Exhibit A"
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AFFIDAVITOFDANJACOBSONFORCASSCOUNTYCOMMISSION

STATEOFNORTHDAKOTA  )  
ss. 

COUNTYOFCASS  )  

1\] I, DanJacobson, doherebystateonoath:  

2\] IserveasChairoftheCassCountyJointWaterResourceDistrict (“theDistrict”).  

3\] AsamemberoftheMetroFloodDiversionAuthority, theDistrictisresponsible

foracquiringtherightofwayinNorthDakotanecessarytoaccommodatetheFargo-Moorhead

AreaDiversionProject (the “Project”).  

4\] TheDistricthasconcludedacquisitionofaRightofWayandTemporaryEasement

inandtorealpropertyownedbyJulieOttisandNeilNeddermeyer, asTrusteesoftheJulieA.  

OttisRevocableTrustu/adatedNovember20, 2017 (“Landowner”) isnecessaryfortheProject.  

5\] StateandfederalfundshavebeenmadeavailablefortheProject.  

6\] TherealpropertyownedbyLandownerwhereaRightofWayandTemporary

EasementmustbeacquiredbytheDistrictfortheProjectislocatedinCassCounty, NorthDakota,  

morefullydescribedasfollows:  

RightofWay
OIN5024
ThatpartoftheSouthwestQuarterofSection12, Township137North, Range50
Westofthe5thPrincipalMeridian, CassCounty, NorthDakota, describedas
follows: 

Beginningatafoundironmonumentwhichdesignatesthesouthwestcornerofsaid
Section12; thenceNorth02degrees13minutes27secondsWestonanassumed
bearingalongthewestlineofsaidSouthwestQuarterforadistanceof2648.82feet
tothenorthwestcornerofsaidSouthwestQuarter; thenceNorth87degrees07
minutes52secondsEastalongthenorthlineofsaidSouthwestQuarterfora
distanceof122.87feet; thenceSouth01degree46minutes19secondsEastfora
distanceof1876.62feet; thenceSouth04degrees22minutes17secondsEastfor
adistanceof772.49feettothesouthlineofsaidSouthwestQuarter; thenceSouth
87degrees04minutes09secondsWestalongthesouthlineofsaidSouthwest
Quarterforadistanceof137.00feettothepointofbeginning. 

1 -  
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Saidtractcontains7.15acres, moreorless, andissubjecttoalleasements,  
restrictions, reservationsandrightsofwayofrecord, ifany.  

AND

TemporaryEasement
OIN5024
ThatpartoftheSouthwestQuarterofSection12, Township137North, Range50
Westofthe5thPrincipalMeridian, CassCounty, NorthDakota, describedas
follows:  

Commencingatafoundironmonumentwhichdesignatesthesouthwestcornerof
saidSection12; thenceNorth02degrees13minutes27secondsWestonan
assumedbearingalongthewestlineofsaidSouthwestQuarterforadistanceof
2648.82feettothenorthwestcornerofsaidSouthwestQuarter; thenceNorth87
degrees07minutes52secondsEastalongthenorthlineofsaidSouthwestQuarter
foradistanceof122.87feettothepointofbeginning; thenceSouth01degree46
minutes19secondsEastforadistanceof1876.62feet; thenceSouth04degrees22
minutes17secondsEastforadistanceof772.49feettothesouthlineofsaid
SouthwestQuarter; thenceNorth87degrees04minutes09secondsEastalongthe
southlineofsaidSouthwestQuarterforadistanceof50.50feet; thenceNorth04
degrees24minutes32secondsWestforadistanceof772.02feet; thenceNorth01
degree46minutes19secondsWestforadistanceof1877.05feettothenorthline
ofsaidSouthwestQuarter; thenceSouth87degrees07minutes52secondsWest
alongthenorthlineofsaidSouthwestQuarterforadistanceof50.01feettothe
pointofbeginning.  

Saidtractcontains3.05acres, moreorless, andissubjecttoalleasements,  
restrictions, reservationsandrightsofwayofrecord, ifany.  

7\] TheDistricthasfulfilledtherequirednegotiationstepsinaccordancewith

subsection2ofsection61-16.1-09oftheNorthDakotaCenturyCode.  

8\] TheDistrictsentawrittenofferofjustcompensationtoLandownerbycertified

mail, alongwithanappraisalandpurchaseagreement, onApril22, 2020.  Acopyoftheoffer

withouttheappraisalthatwasincluded) isattachedasExhibit1.  

9\] OnMay18, 2020, theDistrictsentLandownerawrittenrequestforameeting, by

certifiedmail; theDistrictandLandownerhavenotreachedanagreementregardingcompensation,  

andmorethanfifteendayshavepassedsinceLandowner’sreceiptoftheoffer.  Acopyofthe

writtenrequestforameetingwiththelandownerisattachedasExhibit2.  

2 -  
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