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Last month the ND Office of Management and Budget (OMB) requested 
counties and municipalities tally expenditures to date and list anticipated 
expenditures (with estimated costs) required to limit the impact of COVID-
19.  The direction counties received was that those costs would potentially 
be eligible for CARES Act funding approved federally and allocated to 
states for local distribution.  Cass County identified and submitted 12 
projects at an estimated cost of $6,966,034.71.   
 
Local governments submitted expenses to FEMA and ND OMB.  FEMA 
eligible expenses, if approved, would be reimbursed at 75%, with the 
remaining 25% covered by CARES Act funds.  100% of approved non-
FEMA-eligible expenses to be funded by CARES Act funds.  Cass 
submitted expenditures were not FEMA eligible.   
 
The review, authorization and disbursement of CARES Act funds would be 
coordinated through the ND Emergency Commission.  After receiving local 
government applications, the Emergency Commission declined to act on 
most CARES Act funding requests at its June meeting.  Instead it gathered 
more information and indicated it would act at its upcoming meeting on 
August 3rd. 
 
On July 29th counties were informed that a new process for distributing 
CARES Act funds to counties and municipalities will be presented to the 
Emergency Commission on August 3rd.  Local governments, including 
Cass County will be reimbursed for 7 months (March-September, 2020) of 
licensed peace officer payroll expenses.  Local governments can utilize the 
funds as they deem appropriate and there are no time restrictions on 
expending funds. 
 
Under this formula the State estimates Cass County will receive 
$4,170,833, minus CARES expenses already incurred/reimbursed 
($290,884.44 to date).  The Finance Office and Human Recourse Director 
are reviewing payroll data to determine the actual amount.  Funds will be 
disbursed in August (March-July expenses) and October (August & 
September expenses). 
 
On August 3rd the Commission may wish to discuss a spending plan since 
it now appears Cass County will receive significant funding, but less than 
the total cost of projects identified in June.  Attached for your review are 
summaries of the projects initially submitted and the PowerPoint 
presentation of the funding distribution method introduced on the 29th.     
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