
INVESTIGATION OF ABATEMENT APPLICATION 

ABATEMENT No:  4478 (Parcel 01-7020-02430-000 – Bergh Residence) 

I. Recommended Action 
The Tax Director recommends maintaining the 2018 valuation of $539,800.  

Description 
a. Background

i. NDCC 57-23-04 allows property owners to appeal their assessment through
the form of an abatement. Mike Bergh is requesting a reduction in the value
of his property (6568 Christianson Pkwy S.) from $539,800 to $525,576.

ii. The city of Fargo reported an adjusted sale price of $532,800 after Mr. Bergh
purchased the home on Jan 3rd, 2018, which is slightly lower than the
assessed value.

iii. I was not able to perform a walkthrough up the property because Mr. Bergh
is away for the winter for the next two months, however I was able to review
the sale through the FlexMLS multiple listing service website.

iv. The city of Fargo assessment staff met with Mr. Bergh and reviewed the
property. Their write up and evidence supporting their value of $539,800 is
included in Addendum A.

v. Mr. Bergh stated he did not have any additional information supporting his
opinion of value, aside from the purchase price of the property.

vi. The City of Fargo Commission granted, in part, reducing the value to
$530,000.

b. Conclusion
i. The sales comparison of similar caliber properties as well as the assessment

valuation comparison of similar caliber properties both support the 2018
value of $539,800, in fact, they support a value higher than that of the
subject.

ii. It is the Tax Director’s Opinion that the value of $539,800 is a fair and
equitable representation of the market.

II. Impact
a. Any financial impact for the city, county, or other governing body should not be

considered in the deliberation of the 2018 assessment of Mr. Bergh’s residence, as
the issue is whether the assessment is fair, equitable, and a reasonable estimate of the
True and Full Value as defined in North Dakota Century Code (NDCC)

i. NDCC 57-02-01.15 “True and full value” means the value determined by
considering the earning or productive capacity, if any, the market value, if
any, and all other matters that affect the actual value of the property to be
assessed…

ii. NDCC 57-02-11.1 All real property subject to taxation must be listed and
assessed every year with reference to its value, on February first of that year.



b. It is the Tax Director’s position that granting the applicant’s request would place the 
property at an assessment less than similar residential properties in Fargo as seen 
through the sales and assessment comparison.  
 

III. List of Attachments 
a. Addendum A – Information provided by the City of Fargo Assessment Office 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dated Thursday, January 24, 2019 
 
 

__________________                                              
 
Paul Fracassi 
Director of Tax Equalization 



City of Fargo Assessment Office Information
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