


CASS COUNTY, NORTH DAKOTA 
 RESOLUTION TO INCREASE THE EXISTING  

EMERGENCY SERVICES COMMUNICATIONS (9-1-1) FEE 
 
WHEREAS, the emergency services communication (9-1-1) system is critical to public 
safety in Cass County; and 
 
WHEREAS, the monthly fee on “assessed communications services” (telephone 
exchange access service, wireless service, active prepaid wireless service, and voice 
over internet protocol service) imposed pursuant to North Dakota Century Code 57-40.6 
is essential to the operation and maintenance of the emergency services communication 
system (9-1-1); and  
 
WHEREAS, the County of Cass, City of Fargo, and the City of West Fargo each has 
separate monthly fees on “assessed communications services” (telephone exchange 
access service, wireless service, active prepaid wireless service, and voice over internet 
protocol service) imposed pursuant to North Dakota Century Code 57-40.6; and 
 
WHEREAS, the County of Cass, City of Fargo, and the City of West Fargo are all 
members of the Red River Regional Dispatch Center and jointly provide funds for the 
operation and upgrade of the center; and 
 
WHEREAS, it would be more efficient to administer one common fee throughout Cass 
County for the entities mentioned above and for the telephone exchange access service, 
wireless service, active prepaid wireless service, and voice over internet protocol service 
providers; and 
 
WHEREAS the current fee limited to $1.00 ($1.50 in the City of West Fargo) per month 
per “communication connection” (telephone access line, wireless access line, unique 
voice over internet protocol service connection, or functional equivalent uniquely 
identifiable by a number, internet address, or other designation) was implemented by 
resolution of the Cass County Commission, City of Fargo, and the City of West Fargo 
and approved by the voters of the mentioned entities; 
 
WHEREAS the revenue from the current fee is insufficient to adequately fund the 
maintenance and operations and upgrade of the emergency services communications 
(9-1-1) system, it is proposed that the fee maximum be increased to $1.50 per 
“assessed communication service” however the county commission could impose an 
amount less, but no more than that maximum; and 
  
WHEREAS, North Dakota Century Code section 57-40.6-02 provides a process of 
imposing 9-1-1 fees by governing board resolution and approval of the voters. 
 
THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Cass County Board of Commissioners 
proposes an increase of the existing monthly fee, and directs that the following measure 
be placed on the county ballot for the statewide primary election scheduled for 
November 4, 2014 and shall become effective January 1, 2015.   
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the fee shall be collected by the “assessed 
communications service providers” and paid to the County within thirty (30) days after 
collection from the subscriber or customer unless the provider has fewer than ten 



subscribers or customers in a jurisdiction, in which case the provider may pay the 
proceeds quarterly.  An assessed communications service provider may retain the actual 
costs of administration in collection of the fee, not to exceed five percent of the fee 
collected.   
 
Dated this 2nd day of September, 2014. 
 

APPROVED:    
  

 
     
Ken Pawluk, Chairman 
Cass County Commission 

 
ATTEST: 
 
 
_________________________ 
Cass County Auditor 
    
 
 

Cass County Measure #1 
 

Currently, the emergency services communication (9-1-1) fee structure 
allows the City of Fargo to impose $1.00 per month, the City of West Fargo 
to impose $1.50 per month, and Cass County to impose $1.00 per month 
outside of the cities of Fargo and West Fargo per “communication 
connection” (telephone access line, wireless access line, unique voice over 
internet protocol service connection, or functional equivalent uniquely 
identifiable by a number, internet address, or other designation) for the 
operation and maintenance of the 9-1-1 emergency services 
communications systems.  Should these various fees be replaced by a 
single countywide fee not to exceed $1.50 per month? 
 
Voter approval would allow a countywide fee, not to exceed $1.50 per month 
per “communication connection” to become effective January 1, 2015, with 
the revenue dedicated to maintaining and operating the emergency services 
communication (9-1-1) system as required by State law.   
 
 YES  A “YES” vote means you approve the proposed  

countywide fee of $1.50 per month. 
 

 NO  A “NO” vote means you do not approve the proposed 
countywide fee of $1.50 per month. 
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